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Public Information Session 
Today’s presentation: 
 

•Review Land Claim/Co-management system 

•Roles of different Boards 

•SLWB Role/Authority 

•Regulatory Process 

•SLWB Permits/Licences 

•Enforcement/Closure 

•Oil and Gas Exploration Plans 

•Online Resources 
 
 



      What is Co-management? 

Co-management is a system that recognizes the traditional 
knowledge of Sahtu residents and gives them the right to 
participate in decision making.  
 
In terms of the various established resource and regulatory 
Boards, co-management means a system of resource 
management that considers environmental, economic, and 
social concerns from Aboriginal, territorial, and federal 
levels of government.  
 



Sahtu Dene and Metis 
Comprehensive Land Claim 

Agreement 1993 

Mackenzie Valley Resource 
Management Act (MVRMA) 

1998 

Sahtu Renewable 
Resources Board  

(SRRB) 

Sahtu Land Use 
Planning Board 

(SLUPB) 

Sahtu Land and 
Water Board 

(SLWB) 

Members on Each Board: 50% nominated by Sahtu Secretariat 
Incorporated (SSI), 50% Government nominated. Chair of each Board 

appointed by nominated members.  

GNWT 

Federal  

Gov’t 

SSI 
Note: For more complicated or transboundary 
projects, assessment or regulatory approval may be 
done by the Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board 
(MVLWB) or the Mackenzie Valley Environmental 
Impact Review Board (MVEIRB) 



 
Co-management Boards  

Roles and Responsibilities 
 Wildlife and 

Forestry                           Sahtu Renewable Resources Board 

Fisheries                           Sahtu Renewable Resources Board  

Environmental  
Assessment 

           Mackenzie Valley Environmental  
                Impact Review Board          

Water 
Licences 

 
                         Sahtu Land and Water Board 

Land Use 
Permits                          Sahtu Land and Water Board 

Land Use Planning                          Sahtu Land Use Planning Board 



Surface rights to 
39,624 square 
kilometres of 
land, and the 
subsurface 
mineral rights to 
1,813 square 
kilometres of 
land.   

On the 
remaining 
Crown Land, 
the Sahtu Dene 
and Metis have 
unrestricted 
access to 
hunting, fishing, 
and trapping. 
They are also 
entitled to 
consultation. 



SLWB Role 
•Regulate the use of land and water, and the deposit of 
waste so as to provide for the conservation, development, 
and utilization of land and water for the benefit of residents. 
 
•Acts as an Administrative Tribunal for decisions by; 

•Collecting evidence (review process) 

•Seeking clarification on issues 

•Board members making decisions on applications 



Community Engagement 

There are many opportunities for public involvement in land and water use 
decisions before and after the SLWB is involved. 
 
1) Land Leases: before SLWB involvement 

 
2) Access/Benefits Agreements: before SLWB involvement 

 
3) Permit/Licence: requirement of SLWB for a complete application 

 
4) Monitoring: during terms of permit/licence 



Regulatory Process 

Authority is granted to the SLWB to issue, amend, renew, or cancel Land 
Use Permits and Water Licences on Crown, Private, and Settlement Lands.   
 
Land Use Permitting 
 
Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act 

 
Mackenzie Valley Land Use Regulations 

 
Water Licencing 
 
Northwest Territories Waters Act 

 
Northwest Territories Waters Regulations 



Regulatory Process  
Continued 

Phase 1: Application 

Phase 2: Review 

Phase 3: Decision 



Phase 1: Application 

(1) Applicant acquires permission for use of land, carries out 
community engagement, environmental protection plan, etc 

(2) Application checked 
for completeness 

Deemed Incomplete 
More information 

requested 

Information 
Provided 

Deemed Complete 

Phase 2: Review 



Phase 2: Review 

Application sent to review 
organizations for comment 

Proponent responds to 
comments 

Preliminary Screening completed 
to identify environmental impacts 

or concerns 

Local Hearing (If required 
by the Board, mandatory 

Type A Water Licence) 

No concerns and 
no hearing  

Phase 3: Decision 

      -At these stages  
certain review 
organizations can 
refer the application 
to MVEIRB for EA.  



Review Organizations 

Distribution List depends on type of application (water or land) and 
district within the Sahtu. Typical list is as followed: 

•SLWB Board 
Members 
 
•Deline 
District/Council 
 

•Tulita 
District/Councils 
 

•K’asho Got’ine 
District/ Councils 

•SSI 
 

•SLUPB 
 

•SRRB 
 

•Local 
Renewable 
Resource 
Councils 

•MVEIRB 

•MVLWB 

•MACA 

•ENR 

•DOT 

•ITI 

•Department of 
Health and Social 
Services 

•AANDC 
 

•Transport 
Canada 
 

•National Energy 
Board  
 

•Environment 
Canada 
 

•Fisheries and 
Oceans Canada 



Phase 3: Decision 

Board 
Meeting 

Licence or Permit 
Issued with Terms 

and Conditions 
More information 

requested from 
Proponent 

Refer to EA 
Type ‘A’ Water 
Licence 

Draft Licence Recommended, 
Needs Federal Minister Approval 

If Approved 



Application Timelines 

Land Use Permits 

After receiving an application the Board has 10 
days (including weekends) to deem an 
application complete.  

 
42 days: gather comments from reviewers, 
hold a hearing (if required), refer to MVEIRB, 
issue or reject the application.  
 

Water Licences 
There are no timelines for dealing with 
water licences in the NWT Waters Act 
Regulations.  
 
If applying for both a Land Use Permit and 
Water Licence together, the SLWB uses 
the 42 day time period. This ensures the 
same start and end dates.  



Application  
Components 

Components of a complete application; 
 
•Application Forms (Water Licence and Land Use Permit) 

•Maps 

•Environmental Protection Plan 

•Public Consultation Record 

•Traditional Environmental Knowledge Study 

•Access rights and agreement (just signature page) 

•Emergency Response Plan 

•Spill Contingency Plan 

•Waste Management Plan 

•Equipment List 

•Fees 



Issuance 

When the Board issues a Land Use Permit  
or Water Licence it includes; 
 
•Permit or Licence (start date, expiry date) 
 

•Terms and Conditions  
(what they can and cannot do, or how?) 
 

•Reasons for Decision  
 



Terms and Conditions 

Terms and Conditions are where the Board can incorporate mitigation 
measures or address reviewer concerns best.  

Land Use Permits, Section 26 of the 
MVLUR 

Water Licences, Section 15 of the NWTWA 

•Locations that can be used 

•Times of year 

•Types and size of equipment 

•Methods and techniques used 

•Use, handling of toxic material 

•Protection of wildlife habitat and fish 
habitat 

•Restoration of lands 

 

•Manner of use of water 

•Quantities and concentrations of wastes 
to be deposited into waters 

•How waste may be deposited 

•Studies to be undertaken 

•Abandonment conditions 



Enforcement 

Permit 

Monitor- Collect Evidence and 
Information 

Board and 
Inspector- 

 
Issue Order 

Proponent- Mitigates or 
Remediates 

Inspector- inspects 
the site 

 
Clean-up must be 

approved by Board 
and Inspector 



Closure and Reclamation 

Permits stay open until site has been cleaned up or restored 
to a natural state.  
 
Companies are financially responsible until the Permit is 
closed. 
 
Final Clearance: (closing of the Permit) requires the 
inspector and the Board to agree. 
 
Security: is money taken by the Board from the company to 
ensure clean up is done.  



Questions??? 

....Up Next.....SLWB Files, Oil and Gas Exploration Plans, 
Online Resources 



SLWB Files 
Active SLWB FILES  

Oil and Gas Mineral 
Exploration 

Municipal  Roads Other Total 

Active 
Permits 

4 7 0 1 3 15 

Active 
Licences 

5 0 4 2 2 13 

Active 
(Both) 

9 0 0 1 1 11 

Total 18 7 4 4 6 39 

Note: (Both) means a Land Use Permit and Water Licence that are associated 
together.  



SLWB Files 
Expired SLWB FILES  

Oil and Gas Mineral 
Exploration 

Municipal  Roads Other Total 

Expired 
Permits 

7 5 0 1 0 13 

Expired 
(Both) 

21 0 0 4 0 25 

Total 28 5 0 5 0 38 

Note: (Both) means a Land Use Permit and Water Licence that are associated 
together. There are no expired Licences needing any further information or work.  

Expired files stay open until final cleanup and site 
restoration is completed. 



Oil and Gas 
Exploration Plans  

Winter 2011-2012  

•Husky- 3D Seismic, drilled 2 wells. 

•Explor-2D Seismic. 

Summer 2012 

•Husky- research (water quality/quantity, wildlife, vegetation, permafrost). 

•Conoco- research (similar to Husky). 

•MGM- scouting for proposed winter work. 

Winter 2012-2013 

•MGM- will drill 1 vertical well under permit S12A-001, licence S12L1-001. 

•Conoco- will drill two vertical wells, surface casing for a third and 15 groundwater monitoring 
wells under S12A-005/S12L1-005.  

•Husky- re-enter 2 vertical wells S11A-003/S11L1-003, construct all season road S12F-
007/S12L8-007, and conduct a groundwater investigation program S12X-006. 

•Explor- 2D Seismic, amendment to S11B-004.  









Where to Look? 

• SLWB Website....www.slwb.com  
 

•Online Registry....access from website 
 

•Online Review System....access from website 



Click here 
for Online 
Registry 

Click here 
for Online 
Review 
System 

www.slwb.com 



Along the 
left you will 
find all of our 
files by 
company. 



Once you find the file you 
want, you can read: 
 

•Licence or Permit 
•Application 
•Staff Report (good summary) 
•Review comments 
•Inspection Reports 
•Annual Reports 
 

•.....many more things. 



SLWB File Naming 

 

S 1 2 A – 0 0 5  Land Use Permit 

Indicates w
hat num

ber of Perm
it 

or Licence for that year 
  C

ategory of Land U
se Perm

it 
 Year application received 
 Stands for Sahtu 

S 1 2 L 1- 0 0 5 Water Licence    
W

ater Licence C
ategory 

Stands for Licence  
Note: There could be an 
L for a Land Use Permit, 
but if there is a number 
right after the L, it is a 
Water Licence.  



Click on the item you want to look at. The Online Review 
System is for applications that are not approved yet.  



This is where you click 
to access the 
documents associated 
with the application. 
They will be underlined. 



Questions??? 
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